
Charette 
facilitator:
TTrreeyy  
MMccCCaammppbbeellll, 48.

Chief Administra-
tive Officer,
American Bank.

Years residing in
the area: 48.

What’s a
charette?

Charettes originated
in 19th-century
French design

schools, where teachers
circulated a cart, or 
“charrette,” to collect 
final drawings as students 
finished their work.
Since then, the term has

come to refer to a process
used by architects, city
planners and community
organizations to develop
designs for public works
projects.
The process typically

includes architects, city
planners, public and 
private agencies, 
residents and elected 
officials. The participants
are encouraged to reach a
consensus and issue a
final report on their work.
Reports are then 

delivered to a city 
planning commission or
city council for review and
adoption.
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SSTTEEPP  11::  OOUUTTLLIINNEE  TTHHEE  IISSSSUUEESS

Participants visit the site and collect
information from the city and the public.
That information will guide the group as it
outlines broad principles for the design.

SSTTEEPP  22::  DDEEVVEELLOOPP  AALLTTEERRNNAATTIIVVEESS
Participants break into small groups.

Those groups make rough sketches to
address the broad design principles and
present them to all participants. The
smaller groups use feedback to reach a
consensus on which design to pursue.

SSTTEEPP  33::  RREEFFIINNEE  TTHHEE  DDRRAAWWIINNGGSS

The group works on improving specific
elements of the larger plan. Participants
might draw detailed sketches of a particu-
lar design element to show how it relates
to the larger plan.

SSTTEEPP  44::  PPRREESSEENNTTAATTIIOONN
The final design is presented to the pub-

lic for review. A city council or planning
commission could adopt the plan and
develop an agenda to put the plan into
action.

Here’s the process

— Sources: Webster’s, National Charrette Institute, Syracuse University, University of Miami

JJoohhnnnnyy  
CCootttteenn, 65.

President 
of local 
American 
Institute of
Architects 
chapter.

Years in the
area: 60.

Notable project:
Selena memorial.

VViinnccee  DDeennaaiiss, 41.

Director of 
Business 
Development,
Naismith 
Engineering.

Years residing in
the area: 15.

BBiibbiiaannaa  BB..  
DDyykkeemmaa, 46.

Dykema 
Architects Inc.

Years residing in
the area: 46.

Notable project:
Navy Army 

Federal Credit
Union buildings.

RRaayymmoonndd  GGiiggnnaacc, 52.

Gignac & Associates.

Years residing in the
area: 25.

Notable project: New
arena and associated

expansion of Bayfront
Plaza Convention 

Center. 

AAlleexx  HHeerroolldd, 25.

Intern, McGloin 
+ Sween.

Years residing in
the area: 2.

Notable project:
Phase I 
restoration of old 
Nueces County
Courthouse.

GGoorrddoonn  LLaannddrreetthh,
58.

Cotten Landreth
Kramer 

Architects Inc.

Years residing in
the area: 30.

Notable project:
Texas A&M Uni-
versity-Corpus

Christi perform-
ing arts center.

JJ..  EErriicc  RRiivveerraa, 31.

Intern, WKMC
Architects.

Years residing in
the area: 31.

Notable project:
IBC banks.

JJaacckk  RRiiccee  TTuurrnneerr,
74.

Turner & Associates
Inc.

Years residing in 
Corpus Christi: 48.

Notable project:
Sunrise Mall.

SShheellddoonn
SScchhrrooeeddeerr, 32.

Intern, Richter 
Architects.

Years residing in
the area: 6.

Notable project:
Congressman

Solomon P. Ortiz
International

Center.

CChhuucckk  RRuusshhiinngg, 50.

Engineer, Fugro
South/Gulf Coast Testing.

Years residing in the area:
2.

CCoonnnniiee  RRiivveerraa,
32.

Intern, McGloin
+ Sween.

Years residing in 
the area: 16.

Notable project:
San Patricio

County Court-
house district

courtroom.

EElliizzaabbeetthh  CChhuu  RRiicchhtteerr, 54.

Richter Architects.

Years residing in the area: 28.

Notable project: Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi Harte Research Institute for

Gulf of Mexico Studies.

DDaavviidd  RRiicchhtteerr, 51.

Richter Architects.

Years residing in the area: 42.

Notable project: Congressman Solomon P.
Ortiz International Center.

MMiicc  RRaaaasscchh, 55.

City planner, city of
Corpus Christi 

Department 
of Development 

Services.

Years residing in the
area: 27.

JJaayy  WW..  PPoorrtteerrffiieelldd, 32.

Bennett, Martin, Solka
and Torno Inc.

Years residing in the area:
24.

Notable project:  Texas
A&M University-Corpus
Christi University Center.

JJoohhnn  MM..  OOllssoonn, 73.

Olson Associates.

Years residing in the area:
71.

HHeerrbb  GG..  MMoorrrriissoonn  IIIIII, 35.

WKMC Architects.

Years residing in the
area: 28.

Notable project: U.S. 
District Courthouse.

BB..  MMaarrkk  LLuuddddeekkee, 40.

WKMC Architects.

Years residing in the
area: 25.

Notable project: U.S. 
District Courthouse.

DDaavviidd  EE..  LLeewwiiss, 39.

Independent architect.

Years residing in the
area: 14.

Notable project: South
Texas Sports Medicine.

Mark Luddeke
(from left)
continues to
walk on the
seawall as
Brooke Sween-
McGloin shows 
Elizabeth Chu
Richter an
area that
could use
improvement
on Shoreline
Boulevard.

Omar Ornelas/
Caller-Times

BBrrooookkee  SSwweeeenn--MMccGGllooiinn, 45.
McGloin + Sween.
Years residing 
in area: 12.
Notable 
project: 
Centennial
House 
resto-
ration.

PPaattrriicckk
MMccGGllooiinn,

49.
McGloin +

Sween.
Years residing in

area: 40.
Notable project: 

Centennial House 
restoration.
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